
with malaria. But when Chloroform resistant malaria came to the
province, i t  changed comp1et.e1y. And even adults got, rearly
severe mararia, l ike cerebrum malaria and black water fever,
things l ike t,hat . And died .of malaria. Because they were not
semi-immune to Chloroform resistant malaria. I t  was a new
strain for them. And r should also admit t .hey were hard.er to
treat because we couldn'.t  use the ord st.and.by, chloroform. And
we were aIl  t ,he t ime'having.,arel4endous numbers of peopre wiLh
int.ravenous guinine running and. t.hat sort of thingl creating
their  malar ia.  And this was a gi fc the Nort .h v ie inamese
brought. .  r t .  must have been, oh, somet, ime in the '60s that Lhis
happened. sometime af t.er '  G5 r would gl less. Evidently what had
happened was they didn't have it  when 

-ney 

reft che North buL.
lhey picked it up coming down through Laos, and then brought it,
into the area. And in fact ,  one of  the special  services doccors
t.old me one t ime, they userl Ehis as a l-est i f  a ferlow was in
Lhe early days before i t  was reall .y in the indigenous population
y€t, and if  they wondered if  someone of tLreir men, usually a
vietnamese, was actual ly a d.oubl-e agent sort  of  th ing and was
working with t.he Nort,h Vietnamese, i f  he came down witn
Chlorof orm resistant malari-a he vras highJ-y suspect that he'd had
contact  wi th the Nort .h Vietnamese.

Now this was what the special  l -orces used as a Lest.?

Yes. Special  forces doctors fe l t  thaL and thj-s was
indicat, ive, unless of course there irarf been some operat. ion where
l f tgy 'd gone over into Laos or someching. Of course, they were
doing t.hat way before there wel:e ever any Americans in l ,aos, or
supposedly special  forces were going over there.  somet imes
dressed as Nort ,h Vietnamese or VC.

Tel l  me about your hospi ta l ,  how you estabt ished i t ,  how you got
the funding?

Wel- I ,  actual ly f rom the t i rne that v,-e were f i rst .  there,  I  th ink
within Ehe f irst few months rve had to think in terms of we
needed a hospj-tal for the people because trying to take care of
Ehem the way we were was very, very i f fy. Not really having the
equipment.  and stuf f  you needeC. So by r9G1, actual ly,  we had
proposals in to the German Bishop's rel ief  fund, Kar i tas,  that
gave us the money to buird t.he buildings which as r said, were
buil t  about four Kilometers north of t .he town in an area between
tvro Montagnard vir lages. The Montagnards donated the land for
the hospi ta l .  we bui l t  a for ty bec hospi ta l .  one large ward
with two sides to i t  actual ly.  r  t .h ink at  the t . ime we designed.
it  we were thinking of men on one side, women on the other wtricfr
was si1ly of course because the fami-I ies always came with them
and iE didn't matter where t.he men were or where the women were
we had the wj-ves and t.he children Lhere anyway. so you could
have anybody next to anybody as far as that went. And actually

let  me think,  r  th ink i t  was 48 pat ients we had the f i rst  day
of actual operation. And from t.hen on j-L never got any smal}er.
And actualIy the t.hing was always terribly overcrowded. rt
always rooked a total mess. But., r musL say that our cure rate
was reaIly preLty good for most of the people that we saw. Most
of  what we treat,ed was infect ious disease. we did,  of  course as
the war goE oD, we got more, and more casualt ies but even at t .he
worst t imes of the war we had more people d.ying of infectious
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disease t,han we did of 'war injuries in spiEe of all t,hepropaganda that went out.' , There .again wiren the ameri""r,militarv came ro viernam, 
""pe"iriii:iip--il."oui".l"!-i, helped usa lot because they would bring peopie i ,rrat helped us but alsokept us busier even cause whei ' ,Lttei- irei ia or action in an areathey would evacuate the wounded wiln -ine meaevac helicopters andwould land i t  at  our hospi ta l  i f  they,""r"  montagnards.  In. factr think we had. a _c_h!Pp!r'pad therei-iroie Ehey ever had. them athospirals in rhe uni i6o s late? : : - j ; ; ; - ; " rs ida rhe hospiralproper. And so they wour d. bring ,d6r^rn more wounded. somet,imesthey'd just bring a-own sick-. rtey-,fe1rrr i  t fr.* in the vi l lageswhen thev'd been in t.he vir lage rlrr 

""*" 
reason. so we had a

_1g!,  "5-pbopre 
being taken-care,of , - there.  The one t ime thisprobably was not t iue was during the:i. t  otr"rrsive of ,og whenwe were total ly surrounded by lqorttr vietnamese and viet cong.

Jh9 o$v ones who were rea1ly gett ing-i" to us were the wounded.And they were pebple from i lr i  i :-rr ig;s-;earuv. The ,Bishop ofKontum was a crazy Frenchman., ra_s__g6ing-out Lo the vi l lages tovis i t  in_spi te of  the fact  that ,vc-and"NvA were al l  over theplace and bringing in wounded to us. ue was cart ing them in inhis land rover .

And Lhey didn,L bother him?

w.o. Tl"y didn' t  bother him at  a l - I  .  They didn,t  bother us at lthrough the Tet of fensive.  The one t ime that.  i t  became rcrr iht . r rharrv was jusL towards'the end or rhe rer* i iFr" i=i i l " i i rE" ' ; ; : ' " ' "Americans f i red on us

By mj_stake?

we1l,  thaLrs a good quest i -on? 
Jhey were shoot ing f rom t ,heairport which wis maiiue three ki loirete.s tro* us with thesef i f ty car iber.  machinl  guns. This was the f i rst  t ime we turnedon our generator because we'd been afraid to turn i t  on.  wecurned on our generaLor one evening 

"rrd-th."" 
she1ls 

"I irr. icoming' And a German nurse and r iere out standing at the fencelooking kind of  of f  t .oward.s. the v i i r "g"-" t  t .he t , ime i t  started..
Thgy pinned. us down. we sl id on our. bel l ies back to t.hebuildings and said cut. of f  the g"rr.r" ioi" for gostr sakes.

Did they do any damage ?

m9. wer l ,  a few nicks in the bui ld ings and stuf f .  Fortunatervthey didn' t  h i t  anyone. But.  they , . r6-realry af ter  , r" l ' i i ' "="seemed. And we- found out, actuaily this was a group they hadbrought in to che airport. and !h*y, trre-next day they came downto the hospital and we said. well  irow come somebody was shootingat us last night? wel1, Lo begin witrr-: irr.y were extremery cooly1:: tl:v cam6. Eo rhe'hospirarl_ rnes" g"va came in and, youKnow, we were being friendly and you kn6wl 'Would you like abeer, ' r  and "where ya f rom, "-and t i tey *eiarr ' t  even Lalk ing t .o us.Then one of th-.T- slepped of f to trre- sioe and got on the rad.ioand a 1itt1e while l l ler he came.back and aIr of a sudden t,hewhole th inq changed. ' r 'yeh' ,  we'd . love a beer. , '  Real  cozyThey'd beei rold when rheyl*. i .*aiJpi.[  
".  

Ehe airporr bhe nighrbefore thar everyrhing,i-n-tr9ni ;;-E[;;-to rrre ,orlr, o,r" er"*y.



thgygFl: things were calm enough that I could :go out. And
actiral-Iy during that time theie was some worr.! and then when
:h"! was guiet, I  was-just about, ready t,o go bu-t :- I  had my
hand on the door handle. r was gonna go oui and see how thingts
were when I heard them come into the "[ospital .  They didn't irake
any bones about i t .  They were shouting, throwing gienades, they
were shoot, ing

Shoot ing the pat ient ,s?

Yeh. Yeh, they glor par ienr.s.  They didn' t  del iberat ,et-y k i l l
pat ients.  They did k i I1 pat ients bir t  that  was because Fhew wAra
sleeping j-nside the tab wirere rhey threw-ih;-;r; ; ; ; ; :  

"; ; :  
i ;"

and x-ray department, they threw grenad.es ano litted people in
there.  But ever s ince t ,he t ime:-  the t ime of  the Tat bf fensive

we were always having bullets and things at night so we had
told everyone that usually wourd sleep oui on the veranda,
because we always had too many pat ienls to possibty f i t  inside
the ward, w€ _tolq them go in anyptace and sieep at nighL.
we'I1 leave t,he doors open, so lL least t.hey w6uLd have some
protect ion against  the f i r lng.  so we had a bunch of  people
sleeping on the f loor of . the lab and x-ray room and t 'hey were
the ones where fhew t-hro..r qrenad.es and ki ired them. The ones
t lat ' .J t .v o.r in"r ; i " ; ; - ; ; " ; ,  rhey k ind or picked rhern our and
shot them in the legs and kind of l-et this be a warning to you
sort  of  th ing.  so when f inal ly al l  th is stopped, and i  d.arbo to
go out,  r  found t .hat  RenatLa's door was ajar and she wasn,t
there so r went to the ward immediately. Everybody was iust,
f rozen si t t ing there.  r  said. ,  "where' l  the nuise'?i '  t i r "y said,rrrhey took her." And they took two of our Montagnard employees
too. They were on the job t ra ined nurses we had.

Women?

No, men. A11 of our on t.he job t.rained nurses were men because
the women women didn,t rea:-ty have enough for one thing
they pract ical ly didn,t .  have any .educat ion.  r  take that backl
not al l  of Lhem. The Montagnard Nuns we had were also women and
some of them were working as on the j ob trained n,urses . But
other than that i t  was the men. anyway, -t.he women did.n't  either
have education or enough geE up and-goito rearly get into
nursing. when r  went into the hospiEal ,  the pal i6nts said,rrwerre afraid theytre st i l l  here.  Get down here because t .hey,re
_going to take you too. ' t  so they hid me under a bunch of their
bLankets and kind of a whole bunch of them. half lying on me
inside the ward. And f 've never seen anything l i i<e En.t in my
li f  e. From then _unt, i I  dayl ight,, there wasn r t  a sound. usualiy
at night the ward was a fair ly loud place. we always had a
bunch of . infant,s and child.ren-in there. rf d.ad.d.y wis sick,
mother 'came with the babies big crowds ot  peoi te.  That
night, ' the terror must, have conrnunicated itseit io t,he babies.
There wasntt one single whimper out of one baby the whole Lime.
There was just deaLhly si lence. And at one point Ehere vras a
IiE.tle moan f rom somebody who had been shot,. And so at L,haE
point r said, "we11, let me cravrr over there and see if  r can do
something, 

-give him a shot or something." And. t,hey bodily held
me back'and said,  i lNo don'L 90, They might be her6 sE. i1r . , '  so
r spent the night on t ,he f roor.  wrren lg lgot . l ight  in the
morning of course, E,hen - we could assess Ene aamaqe and st,art,
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Ereating the wounded. And that, was t,he t.ime when the French
Nun, si-st,er Ann, geneirously donated half of their school for us
and we had a hospital in a school house dormitory actuauy.
That's when 'we moved into the town itself

Vilhat. about Renatta?. The Cerman nurse

oh, she was turned'lo',r"r t 'o'  bh= vC and held. capt, ive for a year
and was then released by her.birehday.

Did you ever 
"o**rrrr i .ate 

with her about her captivit .y?

oh, yeh. she was 1et go right on t.he outskirts of Kont.um and
came in. And she stayed wj-ih us for a couple of d"ays untit  she
yas.blg to get a f l ight .  out .  By then, of  course, Lhe
Journal lsts were,  a l l  over the place. r  had to ord.er one of  t ,hem
9.f f  the property 'because she didnrt  want to t .ark to journal ist ,s.
she was scared t .o, ta lk to the journal ist ,s.  she'd be6n tord by
t.he North vieLnamese and t.he vc t.hat. if she did. they would gel
her and maybe get her family too even though they wlre over in
Germany. And,t.hey had so conv' inceC her of their-omnipocence and
Yha_L Lhey could do that she wasnrt abcut to talk co anyone. And
it became somewhat diff icurt. Anyvray, r must sdy, we had a real
welcome home feast ' for  her.  A couple of  days of-rejoic ing and
L.hen she went off .to Germany. r vlclitecl frer in eerirany a couple
of years Iat ,er .  Letrs see Lhat was ,68 she w.rs taken, t69 she
was released so i t .was '?1 when f  saw her in Germany. And she
was st i l r  k ind of  . in tn-e process of  recovery.  she &id wr i te
after she got back to Germany she told her story to Der spegar
and an art icle t.here and r think in a few others too, and Lhen
wrote a book in col laborat. ion wit.h sorTteone abouL. her sLory. She
had a r:or-rgh t ime but she told me to begin with Ehat she didn't
ur inate for  three d.ays af ter  they Look her pr isoner.  she just
had no .urge t.o. of course she didn' t  eat or drint anythin; f  or
three days either. she - - the tvro boys, the t.wo youn| men-who
Igre taken prisoner with her managed. t,o escape on t,he Erair.They said Ehey would have riked to have tr ie& to take her but,
: l :  y?s Pq+g much more closely warched. r.han Ehey were and r,hey
didntt t .hink that they coul-d accomprish t.hat tool so they
managed to get away t.hemselves. Actua1ly they said., "you know,
we thought maybe we should stay with her t.oo, buL we've got
wives and children down here and we decided we'd. better get back
when the going was good." So they managed t.o get away.

Did she say what, her treatment was 1ike by the VC?

Not t reated too badIy,  actua11y. she usualry had just  r ice to
eat. she did do some work in t.he f ierds . sLe wasn't reguJ-red.
t.o. she volunE,eered. Eo help t,hem out as f ar as nursing went and
!!gy totrd. her, wel ' l  they had better nurses than she. irrey
didn't need her. A Iot of brain washing propagandizin!.
Thgy lt"d.regular sessions on rhar. And r think-sfie gor pierry
well brain washed out. of i t .  When she came back she was wearinq
the classic black pajamas when she came back which they had
given her to wear. And before Renatt.a was taken prisoner she
was one of the most anti-cormnunist people Irve e.r-er known. She
was WesL Geiman and she knew pretty much because of friends and
relat j-ves in East, Germany what i t  was 1ike. And so she was very
bit. t ,erly anti-cornmunist. when she came back, she wasn'8. she
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had a Iot, of good .thi.ngs t,o' say about t,hem which was kind of
interesting. But. 'rr think i t  ,wls mostly a jusE a very long
ment,al ordear for, her, '  with .nothing in the wa! of reading
material or what. have you: .i.Now .we d.id have an opportuniEy to ,
send her some stuff. we heard rumors where sne rnight be. And.
there was one ord man that came from a village E,haE was kind of
half way with the vc and half not. But he si ia Ehat he would go
and take her somer-things' : ' r  r . ,don' t  - t r ink he ever saw her himser i ,
but he was able to take stuf f  ; ,which eventually got to her. we
senE her some reading material and t.hings and.- some clothes and
what have you. r think al l  of i t  got tf iere. r can't remember
for sure an).more. It  seems to me ihere were some Lhings
missing. oh r know, .what wasj missing was the pencils ind paper
we sent. we sent. some of ,that, thinking t.hat sherd l ike to maybe
do a I i t t . le writ ing while she was in captivity. And t.hey tooi<.
al l  those away. bgfore 

:h9y, 
let..her have-the sluff

They let her have the reading materiar and the clothes?

But not, anything t.o writ .e with.

Tel- l  me a l i t t le about your working day?

usual ly we'd start  around. ei-ght 'o 'c lock in the morning and make
rounds which was usually the f irst activity unless thEre was an
emergency. You know, 'emergencies -played a big part  in l i fe and
i t  wasn' t  unusual  to be ca11ed out- in- the middrE of  the ni_ght
3"d just keep on going the next morning- usually r slept at the
hospital .  And aft,er we moved int.o the town, trreie was a l i t tre
room there at t .he gir ls school where the nuns who took charge of
the gir ls had slept and r took that to sleep in. rt  was ri lrrt
gf f  of  the part  of  i t .  that  we used as a main ward. so t 'd.  i leep
in t .here at  n ight.  Af ter  '68 there rea11y wasnrt  a real  quiet .
!+pe anymore. There was always stuff goi;rg on and you would
1ikeIy hear, oh, shells coming int.o toi lrn ano trrat sort of thing
at night . And Sometimes durj-ng the day. rn f act sometimes -
you'd watch them come in --  watch the mortar shel ls go
overhead. An wayr 'we'd get started. around. eight o 'cIock in the
morning af ter  we'd eaten breakfast  and f i rst  of  a1r,  see a1r
!h. inpatients which took a considerable length of t ime. rn
fact that was most. of the morning. rn ad.dit lon, there were
usually some procedures to be done and sometimes surgery wetci be
doing in the mornings. . And afternoon was devoted to the
outpatient, crinic where we would see, ol l ,  maybe a couple of
hundred peopte in the afternoon and admit the cnes trrit were
sick enough to be admitted. to the hospital and treat as
outpat ients the others.  They would s lar t  l in ing up way before
we would start  t ,he outpat ient ,  c l in ic.  And werd-have l ines going
on for what amounLed Lo blocks really by the t ime we started. 

-
Then werd start giving,:them numbers as Lo what order t,hey were
to be seen in.  r '11 never. forget one af ternoon r  cal ledl  r
think j-t was number 5L or something like thaL and asked. what. the
trouble was and he said, "r got shoL. " And sure enough, he. had
a f lesh wdund and it .  was bleeding. He'd. been wait ing-guriet ly in
l ine al l  th is t ime for .50 pat lenEs before him. .  -

an emergency they'd rush them Eo t,heUsually when there was
front?
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